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[J] 


All letters written with the Divine Name but after it,— lo, these are 
holy and they may not be erased, for example, “Our God,” “ Your 
God.” 


These are names that may not be erased: He who writes the Divine 
Name as four letters, with a Y and an H, with an A and a D, El [the 
Almighty], God, your God, my God, our God, your God, the Almighty, 
the Lord of Hosts, I am that I am. 


If one wrote A D from the word Adonai, A H from “I am,” Sh D from 
“the Almighty,” B from “Hosts” — lo, these may be erased. 


One may erase what is added to them. In the case of “to God,” one may 
erase the “to.” If one wrote “to YY,” one may erase the “to.” If one 
wrote the Y H of the four-lettered name of God, or A L from the word 
for God, one may not erase those letters. 


The general principle is this: if this combination of letters elsewhere 
exists as a name of God, it may not be erased. 


[H] It has been taught: R. Yosé says, “Members of the house of 
Hagirah were expert scribes in Jerusalem. They would erase the 
word, ‘Hosts,’ for in fact it is a non-divine name under other 
circumstances: ‘Then the heads of hosts shall be appointed as the 
head of the people’” (Deut. 20:9). 


[I] All the potential names of God written in connection with our 
father, Abraham, are holy, except for one of them, which is not: 
“And when idols caused me to wander from my father’s house, [I 
said to her, “This is the kindness you must do me: at every place to 
which we come, say of me, He is my brother’] (Gen. 20:13).” 


And there are those who say that even that one is holy, for “if it were 
not for God, they would have misled me.” 


[K] All the names of God written in connection with Micah [are non- 
divine]. R. Yosé says, “[Those] written with the Y H form are holy, 
those with A L, non-divine, except for [one of them, which is holy: 
‘So they set up Micah’s graven image which he made,] as long as 
the house of God was at Shiloh (Judg. 18:31). [Text here follows 
Soferim 4:12.] 


[L] All the names of God written in connection with Naboth, even 
though they are written with the A L form, lo, they are holy: “[And 
the two base fellows came in and sat opposite him; and the base 
fellows brought a charge against Naboth, in the presence of the 
people saying,] ‘Naboth cursed God and the king.’ [So they took 


